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Spring has come to Brookmeade and it brings with it hope 

and opportunity for new growth.  It is a time to celebrate re-

awakening from winters frozen mantel with fresh plans for 

the future.  The Baptist Home has a long history of forward 

thinking individuals who boldly imagined that life could re-

main full of possibilities and joy for the aging. 

 

As we prepare to celebrate our 146th Anniversary, this tradition continues.  We are 

imagining now a future for Brookmeade that extends access to our exemplary ser-

vices and programs to the greater community of Rhinebeck and Dutchess County 

in the form of an Adult Day Services Program.   

 

There are many people who are living with Alzheimer’s disease, dementia, and 

other chronic illnesses at home and being cared for by family and friends.  These 

individuals are in need of therapeutic services and their caregivers are in need of 

respite.  As the leader in our field, we feel a deep responsibility to offer these fami-

lies, our neighbors, the same compassionate care and innovative services and pro-

grams that have made remarkable improvements to the quality of life experienced 

by our residents every day. 

 

We are grateful for all of the possibilities that the future holds for Brookmeade.  

We are prepared to grow in our commitment to serving the aged and we are more 

grateful still for the caring individuals, business owners, and foundations who 

share our vision and commitment. Together we can insure the future will remain 

full of hope and possibilities for the aging of our community. 
 

 

 

 

May 
Centenarian Celebration 

Eldest Resident of Dutchess County & NY State 

Vera Van Wagner’s 111th Birthday  

Anna May Swenson’s 106th 

Thursday May 28th  

Sensory Garden 2pm  
 

June 
The Baptist Home’s 146th Anniversary  

Cruise on the Hudson 

Dinner—Dancing—DJ 

Thursday June 18th  5:30-8:30 pm 
 

August 
Family Fun Day 

Sunday August 16th 

12pm—3pm 
 

www.communityatbrookmeade.org 

1 18 

Melissa Lasher Photography 

 

 

 

 

Professional Photographic Services 

Celebrating the Moments  

of your life… 

845-594-1296 

Facebook- photos by Melissa 

Kingston, NY 

“THANK YOU!” 
Brookmeade is very grateful to  

Melissa Lasher 
 

Melissa is responsible for all of  

the beautiful photographs in our newsletters  

and brochures.  She selflessly offers her  

professional skills to this community and is  

deserving of special recognition. 

“Thank you, Melissa!” 
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The Maintenance Staff Welcome a New “Toy” 

 

Just look at those happy faces!  Last Fall our 

Maintenance Dept. was THRILLED to take de-

livery of our new Polaris Ranger UTV! 
 

When this picture was taken they had no idea that 

a record breaking Winter was on its way.  This 

equipment enabled the staff to clear the roads and 

sidewalks of Brookmeade quickly and efficiently, 

while keeping the men protected, warm and dry 

through the heavy storms. 
 

We are all very grateful to Dean Cole, Director of 

Maintenance and his team Shaun Serrano, Dook 

Garcia, & Jonathan Garcia for the hard work 

they’ve done all winter in keeping the residents, 

their families, and staff safe.   
 

THANK YOU! 

Brooklyn Eagle, November 25, 1881 

 

In 1881, the Brooklyn Eagle reported extensively on the 

goings-on at many of our charitable institutions  showing the 

generosity, and the need, of Brooklyn’s people, during a 

time of great growth and expansion, as well as growing 

wealth. 
 
The Baptist Home 
The Baptist Home for Aged People is one of the finest 
charities of the kind in this or any other country. There are 
about thirty inmates, old men and old women; whose last 
years are made pleasant in this delightful retreat by every-
thing which the hands of loving relations could possibly 
supply…The Thanksgiving dinner was served in the base-
ment of the home. It was a dinner that would have done 
honor to the table of an Alderman –even that of Alderman 
Richardson who, by the way, was present hoping to make 
things agreeable…Among the curiosities in the way of in-
mates were M. Le Claire and his wife, the former 86 years 
old…He served in the army of the first Napoleon as a pri-
vate soldier at Waterloo. After coming to this country M. 
Le Claire met and became acquainted with on old man 
named Stuart, who fought at Waterloo on the other side. 
The two old fellows had their pictures taken together with 
their medals on. 

 
 

 

After a period of such prolonged cold, the warmth of the Spring Sunshine feels good on our skin. We 

know that sunshine is a major provider of Vitamin D but it can also damage skin  

irreparably.  A good sun block with an SPF of 30 should be an important part of one’s morning rou-

tine. 
 

Spring allergies may make it difficult for some to enjoy this season. Wash pollen from your hands and 

face when you come indoors. Change your clothing and brush off your shoes, too! Make an appoint-

ment to see your doctor if over the counter antihistamines are of no help. 
 

Alergic to Bees?  An Epi–pen is your first line of defense. Check your pen to see that the expiration 

date is still valid. Buy and wear and Medi-alert bracelet.  
 

Avoiding tall grasses will help cut back on the possibility of tick bites. Wearing light colored clothing 

will allow you to see ticks before they attach to your skin! Cover up and tuck your pants in when ventur-

ing off the road, out into fields or the woods. Check your skin carefully.  If you spot a tick on your skin, 

use tweezers to remove the tick as close to its’ head as possible. Do not squeeze the tick as you might 

squeeze the venom deeper into your skin. Wash the area with soap and water and monitor the site for 

two weeks. If you notice any rash or raised, red areas at the site of the bite, notify your physician imme-

diately. 
 

Warm weather awaits! Following these simple guidelines should allow you to enjoy the season safely. 

146 Years of Compassionate Care 
 

In the Beginning... 
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It’s a Spring Thing 
 

The Baptist Home welcomed Spring 

by hosting our first Annual…  

“It’s a Spring Thing”   

Penny Social, Plant Sale, Bake Sale.  

 

Guests picked up Spring Flowers 

and Vegetables for planting.  The 

Penny Social was such fun, with all 

sorts of specialty items.  There were 

Easter Baskets for children, Garden-

ing Baskets, a Spring Cleaning Bas-

ket, a Basket loaded with special Sauces from Copolla’s Restau-

rant, a Ladies Spa Basket, Gift Certificates and much more.  

Guests enjoyed all of the Homemade Treats from the Bake Sale.  

We raised a little over $1,000 to benefit our programs.    

 

“Thank you!” 

 

146 Years  
of  

Compassionate Care 
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Celtic Celebration 

Brookmeade hosted “A Celtic Celebration”  

on Sunday, March 15th to benefit  

The Foundation.   

Guests were treated to a performance of  

Irish Step Dancing and Live Music courtesy of  

The Dutchess School of Performing Arts  

&  

The D’amby Center  

They enjoyed a choice of  

Corned Beef & Cabbage or Irish Lamb Stew  

prepared by  

Brookmeade’s Culinary trained chefs.   

It was a wonderful evening! 

146 Years of Compassionate Care 
 

Always looking forward... 
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Arbor Ridge Sweethearts, Tom & Louise Lotrecchiano &Victor & Daisy D’Ortona were featured in 

Northern Dutchess News for Valentine’s Day. Tom and Louise will be celebrating 68 years of mar-

riage in June and Victor and Daisy will be celebrating 71 years together in April! 

 

Arbor Ridge Art Exhibition  
March – April 2015 

 

This untitled collection of paintings was created 

by Maxwell Rosenfelt during the 1950’s – early 

60’s. Maxwell is the late grandfather of  

Arbor Ridge’s Board President, Mike Green.  

Maxwell was a salesman in Atlantic City but when he  

developed throat cancer he decided to sell his paintings  

on the boardwalk on Virginia Avenue.  

Maxwell played the ukulele and was a self-taught artist. His paintings did 

not reflect the typical waterfront landscapes or boardwalks. He painted 

fishermen and forests, and preferred to create his own landscapes. 

A big thank you to Mike and his mother, Stella, as well as their family              

for sharing their history with us! 

Maxwell Rosenfelt 

February 4, 1898  ~  February 20, 1968 

146 Years of Compassionate Care 
 

Always looking forward.  Then… 

Our own Linda Carson & her sister Vicki (facing/left) 
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The Terraces’ residents enjoyed High Tea and preparations for Pass Over and Easter. 
 

The Terraces Residents have been participating in a Volunteer Project Group.  They 

made Valentines for the Starr Library to give to homebound seniors and favors were 

made for the Meals on Wheels program at the Church of the Good Sheppard in 

Rhinebeck.   
 

The group recently created mini-Easter Baskets for the homebound.   Cindy, Coordi-

nator of Meals on Wheels for the church, was thrilled 

that The Terraces Residents will be working on monthly 

projects to benefit those they serve.   
 

The Residents enjoy the opportunity to help others in the 

Rhinebeck Community.   

Many individuals with disabilities are living 

and being cared for at home by their loved 

ones.  They are in need of  

Therapeutic Day Services provided by highly 

trained  

professionals 

and their care-

givers are in 

need of respite.   

As the best Long Term Care Facil-

ity in NY State,  

The Baptist Home at Brookmeade 

is uniquely qualified to fill this 

need. We are seeking funding 

sources to help us attain our goal of 

sharing the exemplary care we pro-

vide with those living in the greater 

communities of Rhinebeck, and 

surrounding areas.  

 

Brookmeade’s 
Adult/Child Day Services & Senior Center 

146 Years of Compassionate Care 
 

...and now! 
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             Serenity Spa                                

Serenity Spa began in March and the 

reviews from our residents and staff 

have been amazing!  Our Residents say 

they feel refreshed and pampered and 

that they look forward to their time at 

the Spa. 

 

Serenity Spa offers a weekly 

“getaway” with these  special services... 

 Aroma Therapy 

 Herbal Refreshments 

 Gentle Massage (back/hand) 

 Manicures (unisex)  

 Barber Style Shaving for men (hot towel) 

 

Our residents share that they enjoy the experience 

and line up outside the spa eagerly waiting to escape in the moment!  

Brookmeade Community Chorus 
 

The Residents of The Terraces and The Baptist Home are exercising their voices in our newest 

program...The Brookmeade Community Chorus!   
 

The Chorus has already performed for the Board of Directors and to celebrate NEW DAY’s 3rd 

Anniversary.   
 

Donna Marquardt, Activities Co-

ordinator for The Terraces, has 

Choral experience she is pleased 

to share.  Her background includes 

private vocal study, choir and so-

loist experience.  Arbor Ridge 

residents are also invited to join 

the Chorus beginning in June.  

Everyone who loves music, enjoys singing, and wants to share it with others is welcome! 

Resident Council Vice President Violet Dunckley has created a women’s luncheon 

group. The group discusses issues from interior decorating to future plans for our 

garden! They meet once a month for lunch and the meeting follows.  

Violet Dunkley 

Senior Citizen of the Year! 
The Dutchess County Office for the Aging has named our own  

Violet Dunkley as Senior Citizen of the Year! 

We are so pleased for Violet and so proud that she has made The 

Baptist Home her home.  The following is an excerpt from the appli-

cation submitted on her behalf... 
 

“Violet is now 94 and has been living as a resident at The Baptist 

Home for almost 2 years.  She is the mother of three sons, grand-

mother of 10, and great-grandmother of four.  Her compassion and 

drive to serve others has never left her.  We have made her our unof-

ficial Ambassador.  She is the first to greet new residents, to welcome 

them, and help them to feel at home.  She takes them under her 

wing, encourages them to participate in all of the activities, and intro-

duces them to their neighbors and to staff.  She assists with fundrais-

ers and can still be found in the hallways speaking with the young peo-

ple and encouraging them to be active citizens, stay informed and in-

volved and to VOTE. 
 

Violet serves as the Vice President of The Baptist Home’s Residents’ 

Council and facilitates The Ladies Luncheon; a monthly gathering of the Ladies of The Baptist 

Home for the purposes of socialization, relationship building, planning activities and improvements 

to their community, and encouraging continued participation in life.  As a result of Violet’s efforts 

The Brookmeade Community has opened their doors to serve as a location for residents of Rhine-

beck to register to vote and as 

a Polling Place.  She is a shin-

ing example to women of all 

ages that the only barriers to 

being an involved citizen are 

the ones that are self imposed.  

Violet exemplifies what it 

means to be a responsible, ac-

tive, and involved community 

member, not only to The 

Brookmeade Community, but 

to the Dutchess County Com-

munity as well.” 

 

 

 

Congratulations, Violet!   

This award is  

well deserved! 

LADIES LUNCHEON 
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“Explorations in Art” 
Montgomery Row Gallery Exhibit 

 

The “Explorations in Art” program has completed its 

first year and has been a great success within The 

Brookmeade Commu-

nity.  We have received 

recognition from the 

Rhinebeck Community as 

well. 

 

Last year we were pleased to receive a grant through 

The Hudson Valley Community Foundation  

for our Art Program.  Because of 

the support from this grant the program has continued and ex-

panded.  We produced the 2015 

“Explorations in Art” Calendar, which has 

generated much interest in the remarkable 

quality of our Artists’ work.   

 

A member of The HVC Foundation’s 

Board of Trustees Sue Hartshorn also acts 

as the curator for  

The Montgomery Row Gallery.  She has 

invited Brookmeade to display our Resident Artists’ work dur-

ing the months of October and November of this year. 

 

This is very exciting news and our Artists will be work-

ing diligently during the 

next 6 months preparing 

for this wonderful oppor-

tunity. 

 

We will announce the 

date and time for the Art-

ists’ Reception at The Montgomery Row Gallery in the 

coming months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

KiboYamashita has been with The Community at 

Brookmeade since December 2013.  Kibo was 

hired as the Director of Information Technology 

or “IT”. 
 

He lives right here in Rhinebeck with his wife 

Kerri and their adorable daughter Charlotte.  

When he’s not spending free time with his family, 

Kibo enjoys hiking, golf and he’s been known to 

wear his JETS jersey during football season. 

His most recent IT project is the conversion to 

the electronic medical record SIGMA CARE, 

preparing our facility to go live in April 2015.  
 

Kibo’s IT career began about 20 years ago in a bank.  He was asked to cover 

a 2 week vacation in IT.   This coverage, opened a door when a System Ad-

ministrator position opened up at the bank Kibo was asked to transfer into 

that position. 
 

For those of you that have met Kibo it is obvious what a kind, quiet, genuine 

person that he is.  He is always smiling and always willing to accommodate 

our staff and Residents.  Of all of his tasks here at Brookmeade, he particu-

larly enjoys the requests for IT assistance from our Residents.  It gives him an 

opportunity to get out from the “computer room” and to interact with our 

Residents which is the highlight of his day. 
 

Kibo was asked to tell us one thing that we don’t know about him…one thing 

that would surprise us.  Well, he did surprise us with his answer…Kibo used 

to play the bagpipes! 

We are lucky to have Kibo as part of our team at The Community at Brook-

meade.  If you haven’t had an opportunity, please reach out to Kibo and say 

hello! 
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The Baptist Home  

Receives Achievement Award!!! 
 

Amerinet, a leading national healthcare solutions organization, announced the winners of its 

seventh annual Amerinet Healthcare Achievement Awards. The Baptist Home of Rhinebeck 

was selected in the “Quality/Patient Care Delivery and/or Patient Satisfaction” category.  All 

Amerinet members, acute and non-acute, were eligible to submit entries for this awards pro-

gram, which recognizes providers’ outstanding and innovative contributions to their patients, 

community and business partners in reducing healthcare costs and improving healthcare qual-

ity.   

 

“In 2015 and beyond, hospitals, health systems and non-acute care providers will need to 
continually monitor performance and manage costs while maintaining high levels of quality,” 
said Todd Ebert, Amerinet president and CEO. “Whether it be supply chain efficiency, en-

hanced clinical or financial outcomes or population management solutions, our awards pro-
gram is an opportunity for Amerinet to recognize our members for their success in taking on 
and meeting these challenges in new and innovative ways.” 

 

Each winning facility will recognized at the 2015 Amerinet Member Conference which will be 

held May 17-20 at the Walt Disney World Swan and Dolphin in Orlando, Fla. In addition to 

being honored at a special awards dinner, the winning projects will be highlighted in a profes-

sional banner session, video features and a best practices compendium.  Activities Director 

Samantha Cerero will accompany Mrs. Zobel to the conference. 
 

 

 

 

The Baptist Home  

Receives Leadership Award!!! 
ACHCA Eli Pick Facility Leadership Award  

 

 

As the administrator of one of America's top-performing skilled nursing facilities, 

Karen Zobel, LNHA, LCSW, has qualified to receive a 2015 Eli Pick Facility Lead-

ership Award from American College of Health Care Administrators! The award 

will be presented during the 49th Annual Convocation and Exposition April 11th—

15th in San Antonio.   

 

Mrs. Zobel Stated, “This recognition is a testament to the dedicated and amazing 

staff we have.” 

 

  

 

 

 

Congratulations! Your entry for the project titled TEAM – Train Every Available Member has been se-

lected to receive a 2015 Amerinet Healthcare Achievement Award. As a winning member facility, two indi-

viduals from your facility will receive a complimentary trip to the 2015 Amerinet Member Conference to be 

held May 17-20 at the Walt Disney World Swan and Dolphin in Orlando, Fla. In addition, your facility will 

receive special recognition at an awards dinner held during the conference on Monday, May 18. 

 
ANDREA INMAN  |  Marketing Manager  |  Amerinet 

500 Commonwealth Drive, Warrendale, PA 15086 

P 877-711-5700 x7261  |  F 724-553-3642    

http://www.amerinet-gpo.com/news/member-conference/amerinet-healthcare-achievement-award-winners.aspx
http://www.amerinet-gpo.com/population-health-management.aspx

